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Immunological consequences of blood transfusion are less well-known than infectious complications although they occur more frequently. In many cases the effects in individual patients are hardly visible although fatal transfusion reactions may occur: Transfusion of red cells may induce acute or delayed haemolytic transfusion reactions. Transfusion of leukocytes may suppress the function of the immune system of the recipient (with consequences for immune tolerance in transplant patients, cancer surveillance and the occurrence of postoperative infections) but also may induce graft versus host disease.